
TAKING AN INTEGRATED 
APPROACH TO 
INFRASTRUCTURE & 
ENERGY DEVELOPMENT



ABOUT US

Barton Willmore is the UK’s largest 
independent planning and design 
consultancy. From our 12 offices 
nationwide, we combine national 
influence with local knowledge to 
offer you the very best advice.



INFRASTRUCTURE & ENERGY

Our Infrastructure and Energy team brings 
national expertise to the practice specialising 
in the planning, assessment and consenting 
of large-scale infrastructure projects. The 
team’s key specialism is planning strategy 
advice and process management for Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs) 
under the Planning Act 2008 and we bring 
best practice from that regime into our wider 
planning and consents work. Our team, led by 
Ben Lewis, includes experienced practitioners 
who have worked for promoters, landowners, 
statutory bodies and the Planning Inspectorate, 
and who retain the relationships required to 
build effective multi-disciplinary development 
consent order (DCO) projects.

Together, we have the expertise, experience 
and relationships to navigate the layers of 
policy and process involved in the delivery of 
complex and visionary projects.

TOWN PLANNING
MASTERPLANNING & URBAN DESIGN 

ARCHITECTURE
LANDSCAPE PLANNING & DESIGN

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING
GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
DEVELOPMENT ECONOMICS



WE CAN OFFER YOU MORE

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Pre-application Advice

EIA Screening and Scoping

Planning Statements

Economic Assessment

Design and Access Statements

Masterplans

Architectural Drawings

Landscape Design

Environmental Statements

Statements of Community Involvement

Section 106 Negotiation

Retail Planning

Planning Appeals

Discharge of Conditions 

Stakeholder Workshops

Public Engagement

Exhibition Graphics

APPRAISALS & PROMOTION
Planning Appraisals

Planning Strategy

Development Plan Representations

Site Analysis

Planning Evidence & Advocacy

Landscape Assessment

Landscape and Green Belt Reviews 

Feasibility Layouts

Concept Designs

• Planning
• Design
• Environmental Planning



ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING
EIA Strategy

EIA Screening and Scoping

EIA team assembly and management

EIA and Environmental Statement co-ordination and review

Preliminary Environmental Information Reports

Environmental Statements

EIA Peer Review

DEVELOPMENT CONSENT 
APPLICATIONS
Strategic DCO planning advice

DCO process management

Examination representation and management

Environmental Statement Co-ordination

Planning Inspectorate and Local Authority engagement

Planning Performance Agreements

Statements of Common Ground

Prescribed bodies consultation

Planning and compulsory acquisition advice

Design and Access Statements

Masterplans

Architectural Drawings

Landscape Design

Section 106 Negotiation

Discharge of requirements

Advice on post-consent changes



INFRASTRUCTURE & ENERGY TEAM

The Infrastructure and Energy team offers a 
service which combines national infrastructure, 
compulsory purchase and EIA expertise with 
design and local planning knowledge. The team 
consists of people with skills in all these areas, 
and with direct experience of all stages of the 
DCO process acting for a range of scheme 
promoters, interested parties and the Planning 
Inspectorate on infrastructure and energy 
projects, including development consent orders.

Our team has in-depth knowledge and 
experience of the development consent process 
from the commercial and public-sector angles, 
complementing our practice-wide track record 
of complex strategic work under the Town 
and Country Planning Act. This knowledge 
provides a strong platform for clients’ multi-
disciplinary teams enabling technical strengths 
to be channelled effectively. We complement 
this through our teams with skills in Planning 
and Compulsory Acquisition, EIA Management, 
Landscape Planning and Landscape 
Architecture, Masterplanning and Urban Design.  
We deliver for clients on infrastructure and 
energy projects at all scales across the UK.





We cover all relevant sectors and  
have strengths in the following: 

• Electricity generation and connection
• Transport – airports, ports, highways
• Strategic rail freight and associated logistics 
• Gas exploration, transportation, storage 

and generation 
• Onshore renewable energy and storage 

(solar, wind, battery) 
• Nuclear
• Business and Commercial



The Infrastructure and Energy Team has 
experience of over 20 DCOs on behalf of 
promoters, interested parties and consultees 
and this is complimented by extensive 
experience from the Planning Inspectorate (of 
over 40 DCOs), enabling the team to provide 
robust DCO advice informed by both sides of 
the public / private divide. Our team is currently 
providing planning and compulsory acquisition 
advice on highways, energy generating and 
business and commercial projects.

The people and experience we possess provide 
a strong offer to clients and collaborators 
looking for specialist infrastructure and energy 
planning and design expertise. Our team has 
been involved in a number of DCOs including: 
Glyn Rhonwy Pumped Storage, Port Talbot 
Steelworks Power Generation Enhancement, 
Preesall Underground Gas Storage, Yorkshire 
and Humber Carbon Capture and Storage 
Pipeline, Silvertown Tunnel, East Midlands 
Gateway, Sunderland International Advanced 
Manufacturing Park, ABLE Marine Energy 
Park, East Midlands Intermodal Park, Atlantic 
Array, and Hornsea 3. 

Barton Willmore has a strong track record in 
the oil, gas and waste industries delivering 
planning permissions for gas exploration, 
pipelines and energy from waste facilities 
including planning and EIA services.



UNDERGROUND GAS STORAGE
PREESALL

TOWN PLANNING
LANDSCAPE PLANNING

BARTON WILLMORE 
SERVICES

Barton Willmore provided town planning and 
landscape services to secure development 
consent for this onshore underground gas 
storage facility, which will see the development 
of salt caverns for gas storage. 

UNDERGROUND GAS 
STORAGE FACILITY

RSK GROUP PLC
CLIENT

The facility will also include the construction of 
an offshore and onshore pipelines, associated 
buildings and infrastructure to enable the 
facility’s operation.



RIVERSIDE RESOURCE 
RECOVERY PLANT

TOWN PLANNING
ARCHITECTURE
LANDSCAPE PLANNING
GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

BARTON WILLMORE 
SERVICES

BURNS 575,000 TONNES 
OF WASTE PER ANNUM

CORY ENVIRONMENTAL
CLIENT

Located on the banks of the Thames, on the 
site of the previous oil-fi red Belvedere power 
station, Barton Willmore were approached 
by Cory Environmental to support a complex 
proposal for an Energy from Waste facility. 

The Riverside Resource Recovery Plant 
was designed to replace a previous landfi ll 
operation, by providing an incineration plant. 
Its location offers ease of access for river 
barges, and today the plant burns some 
575,000 tonnes of waste per annum. 

Challenged by this visually prominent site, our 
architectural team sought to develop a building 
which embraced its location and operations.



EAST MIDLANDS 
INTERMODAL PARK

TOWN PLANNING
ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING
DEVELOPMENT ECONOMICS

BARTON WILLMORE 
SERVICES

East Midlands Intermodal Park is a proposal 
for a new Strategic Rail Freight Interchange. It 
responds to the requirements of the logistics 
industry and the Government’s policy for 
investment in the national transport networks, 
through the creation of new infrastructure that 
is able to accommodate the movement of rail 
and road traffi c alongside development plots 
for individual businesses.

The proposal is a Nationally Signifi cant 
Infrastructure Project and is being 
progressed through the Development 
Consent Order process.

RAIL CONNECTION 
AND NEW INTERMODAL 
FACILITIES

STRATEGIC 
IMPROVEMENTS 
TO TRUNK ROAD 
INTERCHANGE

GOODMAN
CLIENT





NORWICH AIRPORT

TOWN PLANNING
ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
MASTERPLANNING

BARTON WILLMORE 
SERVICES

Barton Willmore have been working with 
Norwich Airport to produce a masterplan 
for its growth over the next 30 years. Having 
worked with the airport for a number of 
years, we have already secured permission 
for a 1,000,000 sqft Aeropark in the North of 
the airport, and our team provided EIA and 
consultation services for the creation of a high-
powered engine testing facility, which opened 
in October 2016.

The latest masterplanning of the airport is 
being conducted in parallel to promotion of the 
airport in the emerging Greater Norwich Local 
Plan. With passenger levels set to continue to 
grow, the masterplan not only aims to address 
this increased capacity for the East of England, 
but also the airports future diversifi cation 
and its role within the transport industry. This 
includes the offshore oil, gas and renewables 
industries in the North Sea.

Our team have led consultations with 
businesses, political leaders, users/operators 
and the public and the resulting vision was 
subject to consultation in Summer 2017.

MASTERPLAN FOR 
GROWTH OVER THE 
NEXT 30 YEARS

PERMISSION SECURED 
FOR A 1,000,000 SQFT 
AEROPARK

REGIONAL & CITY AIRPORTS
CLIENT





WAKEFIELD WASTE PFI 9 HECTARES

WILL DEAL WITH 
240,000 TONNES OF 
WASTE PER YEAR

DIVERT AROUND 95% OF 
THE DISTRICTS WASTE 
AWAY FROM LANDFILL

TOWN PLANNING

BARTON WILLMORE 
SERVICES

Barton Willmore secured planning for the 
9-hectare facility at South Kirkby which has the 
capacity to deal with a maximum of 240,000 
tonnes of waste per year. The new development 
created a wealth of jobs as local people were 
recruited to work on the construction of the 
new facilities and the operational delivery of 
the service, making a signifi cant contribution 
to the local economy. 

The development has a range of sustainable 
benefi ts as the latest technology that the 
facility provides will help to increase the 
recycling rate and divert around 95% of the 
district’s waste away from landfi ll.

BABCOCK INTERNATIONAL
CLIENT



NORTH ANGLESEY SOLAR FARM

TOWN PLANNING

BARTON WILLMORE 
SERVICES

Planning application for the development of 
a 49.99MW solar farm with integral energy 
storage on a 220-acre site of lower quality 
agricultural land in Anglesey. We advised on 
planning strategy and managed the planning 
application process through to determination, 
including the EIA.  

We led on negotiations with the Local 
Planning Authority and statutory consultees 
and successfully resolved concerns raised on 
landscape, archaeology, ecology, tourism and 
noise impacts. 

49.99 MW SOLAR WITH 
INTEGRATED ENERGY 
STORAGE

220-ACRE SITE

COUNTRYSIDE RENEWABLES LTD
CLIENT

The scheme generated signifi cant local 
political opposition which was overcome 
through the submission of comprehensive 
technical responses to all issues raised to 
ensure that the acceptability of the scheme 
in planning terms was indisputable.



ABERDEEN HARBOUR

TOWN PLANNING
MASTERPLANNING
PUBLIC CONSULTATION
DEVELOPMENT ECONOMICS
GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION

BARTON WILLMORE 
SERVICES

Aberdeen Harbour is one of the City’s oldest 
institutions and makes a very signifi cant 
contribution to the local and national economy 
as Scotland’s largest operational port. As a 
city centre port, redevelopment is required to 
improve the connections between the Harbour 
and the City, both physically and visually.

Barton Willmore worked on the fi rst stage of an 
extensive masterplan which received council 
recognition for its approach to partnership 
working and community engagement following 
interactions with communities and businesses 
around the Harbour. The Development 
Framework for Aberdeen Harbour has been 
adopted as supplementary planning guidance.  

Recent instructions relate to plans to expand 
the Harbour into nearby Nigg Bay. The proposal 
has been identifi ed as a National Development 
in the Draft NPF3 as well as having status in the 
Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Development 
Plan and emerging Local Development Plan.

The expansion of Aberdeen Harbour is vital to 
keep it as the support centre for the North Sea 
oil and gas industry, with its historical infl uence 
and economic importance dating back many 
hundreds of years.

STATUS IN THE 
ABERDEEN CITY AND 
SHIRE STRATEGIC 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN

ABERDEEN HARBOUR BOARD
CLIENT





SOUTHMOOR ENERGY 
CENTRE

TOWN PLANNING
ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING
DEVELOPMENT ECONOMICS

BARTON WILLMORE 
SERVICES

ENOUGH ENERGY TO 
POWER 63,000 HOMES

BROWNFIELD 
DEVELOPMENT

400 NEW JOBS

This £200m Energy Centre at Kellingley 
Colliery, North Yorkshire, is expected to 
produce enough electricity to power around 
63,000 homes (26MW) and was approved by 
members of North Yorkshire County Council’s 
planning and regulatory functions committee 
in June 2015. 

The energy from waste facility will make 
use of existing industrial land at the colliery 
and will use residual waste to generate 
both low carbon electricity and heat which 
could be supplied directly to nearby users 
including local businesses. The new Energy 
Centre is situated on brownfi eld land and the 
development will create over 400 new jobs.

PEEL ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT LIMITED
CLIENT



EBBERSTON MOOR
ARCHITECTURE
TOWN PLANNING
LANDSCAPE DESIGN
LANDSCAPE PLANNING
ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING

BARTON WILLMORE 
SERVICES

On behalf of Third Energy Limited, Barton 
Willmore undertook the Planning Strategy, 
Stakeholder Engagement and Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) to submit two 
separate but linked planning applications to 
the North York Moors National Park Authority 
and North Yorkshire County Council. 

These were in relation to medium-term 
gas production from the existing well site 
at Ebberston Moor and the piping of gas to 
an adjoining compound; and long-term gas 
production from an existing well site at the 
Ebberston Moor and the installation of a 
15.3km pipeline, delivering gas to the Knapton 
Generating Station.

The proposed development and operations 
fell within the defi nition of EIA development 
and led the planning application process, 
stakeholder engagement programme, and 
project managed the EIA. 

The EIA process comprised nine specialist 
studies to assess the likely signifi cant effects 
of the scheme on the environment and each 
discipline was scrutinised by the statutory 
authorities and other stakeholders. The focus 
was to mitigate the risks associated with the EIA 
process to minimise the impact to programme, 
budget and the potential for Judicial Review. 
The estimated gas from the well site will enable 
the Knapton Generating Station to produce 
energy for up to 40,000 homes.

INSTALLATION OF 
15.3KM PIPELINE

ENERGY PRODUCED 
WILL POWER UP TO 
40,000 HOMES

THIRD ENERGY LIMITED
CLIENT



DHL PLANT
COLNBROOK

TOWN PLANNING
ARCHITECTURE

BARTON WILLMORE 
SERVICES

Barton Willmore secured planning and 
provided architectural services to remodel 
a high-tech, processing, logistics and 
distribution centre at an existing warehouse 
at Colnbrook.

At Heathrow, this new British Airways in-
fl ight food handling plant is the result of a 
requirement for the creation and delivery 
of some 12 million meals per annum for 
Heathrow Terminal 5. 

To house the operations, an existing 
warehouse within the Lakeside Industrial 
Estate at Colnbrook has been remodelled 
into a high-tech, processing, logistics 
and distribution centre, accommodating 
all elements of the process and storage 
requirements. The development works 
were completed on time and within budget 
in early 2010.

FOOD HANDLING PLANT 
HANDLES 12 MILLION 
MEALS PER ANNUM

DHL
CLIENT



DHL
EAST MIDLANDS AIRPORT

TOWN PLANNING
ARCHITECTURE
LANDSCAPE DESIGN
ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING

BARTON WILLMORE 
SERVICES

With a complex brief – creating a multi-
functional space that accommodates everyone 
from younger employees working in the call 
centre, to corporate clients and staff working in 
the warehouse - our aim for DHL’s largest UK 
site was to create an engaging and stimulating 
space which is attractive to employees and 
caters for a complex range of functions.

As part of this 85,000 sqm extension to DHL’s 
Cargo Terminal, new and original offi ce 
spaces are connected by a new double-height 
staff canteen area for dining and socialising, 
surrounded by smaller coffee shops for 
informal meetings. Overlooking the open, 
expansive canteen space is a ‘think tank’ – a 
glass room for employees to share new and 
creative ideas.

Using subtle elements of DHL’s branding 
running throughout the space, super-graphics 
in place of posters and intelligent colour-coded 
signage helps employees to navigate the space.

85,000 SQM 
EXTENSION

MULTI-
FUNCTIONAL SPACE 
ACCOMMODATING 
OFFICE AND 
WAREHOUSE SPACE

DHL
CLIENT



www.bartonwillmore.co.uk/infrastructure

@bartonwillmore barton_willmore

Desk Top Publishing and Graphic 
Design by Barton Willmore.

This artwork was printed on paper 
using fibre sourced from sustainable 
plantation wood from suppliers who 
practice sustainable management of 
forests in line with strict international 
standards. Pulp used in its manufacture 
is also Elemental Chlorine Free (ECF).

The contents of this document must  
not be copied or reproduced in whole  
or in part without the written consent  
of Barton Willmore.

BEN LEWIS
INFRASTRUCTURE AND  
ENERGY DIRECTOR
ben.lewis@bartonwillmore.co.uk
0292 066 2913 
07391 866 880

GREG DICKSON
PLANNING DIRECTOR
greg.dickson@bartonwillmore.co.uk
0161 817 4900 
07964 912 457

TOM CARPEN
INFRASTRUCTURE AND  
ENERGY ASSOCIATE
tom.carpen@bartonwillmore.co.uk
0117 9299 677 
07795 567 529

SIMON FLISHER
PLANNING DIRECTOR
simon.flisher@bartonwillmore.co.uk
0132 237 4677 
07780 006 749


