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The Government-led Towns Fund campaign has given people 
in 100 places the chance to write the next chapter for their town. 
The campaign gives people a say in how a new generation of 
Town Deals should transform the place they call home.

It also provides a platform for communities to 
share their proud history and ambitions for a 
bright future.

100 towns have got the chance to pioneer 
new multi-million pound Town Deals as part 
of the £3.6 billion Towns Fund. The Stevenage 
Development Board has submitted its Town 
Investment Plan  (TIP) to Government to 
potentially deliver a range of the projects 
outlined at the rear of this guide

The TIP forms part of the wider, 20-year, £1bn 
regeneration programme currently underway 
in Stevenage. These projects include the 
regeneration of the Town Square and North 
Block, the development of the former M&S site 
on Queensway North, Mace’s ‘SG1’ scheme and 
the new bus interchange. The TIP could deliver 
a range of additional, innovative projects to 
Stevenage residents.

We know our plans are in the interests of 
our town because we’ve consulted with 
thousands of businesses, residents and other 
key stakeholders through our website, social 
media channels, the Visitor Centre and the 
Towns Fund portal along the course of the 
programme. These projects have been chosen 
by you, for you, and – along with the other 
investment in our town – could transform 
Stevenage for years to come.
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Station Gateway

Regenerated Train Station

Technology & Innovation Centre

National New Town Heritage Centre

Enterprise Centre

Marshgate

Sports & Leisure Hub

Garden Square Commercial & Leisure

Gunnels Wood Infrastructure

Digital Infrastructure

Cycle & Heritage Trail

CENTRAL PROJECTS

CONNECTIONS PROJECTS

• National & International Gateway for  
UK PLC 

• Innovation Hub, High Growth Potential & 
STEM City 

• Untapped Potential of Stevenage’s People 

• Building Wealth and Reclaiming Expenditure 

• Reviving Stevenage’s Sustainable  
Travel Network

• Ageing Infrastructure - Urban Disconnection 
and a Brake on Growth 

• Boosting skills and aspirations 

• Town Centre Transformation 

• Developing opportunities for residents 

• Lack of Suitable Modern Space for Growth

Key Opportunities

Major Challenges

SG1

Planning permission granted by SBC

Park Place

Completed

The Forge: Queensway North

On Site

Bus Interchange

On Site

Matalan Site

Reserved Matters application submitted 
to Planning

Town Square Public Realm

On Site

Town Square North Block

On Site

Current Regeneration 
Projects Summary

Stevenage TIP proposed projects
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Regional / National 
Outcomes 

 9 Stevenage – the heart of the UK’s Bioscience 
and Life Science capabilities

 9 Designation by the DIT as a High Opportunity 
Area for Cell & Gene Therapy

 9 Identified by the Government as one of six 
Life Science Opportunity Zones (2019) and 
centre stage in the Government’s two Life 
Science Sector Deals (2018)

 9 Stevenage – responsible for 7% of the global 
Cell & Gene therapy market, 27% of Europe. 
Unique opportunity for Stevenage to grow 
its global market share further and benefit 
from projected growth of CAGR 30% by 2025, 
worth an estimated £750m p.a to Stevenage’s 
economy, and up to 5,000 jobs at a wide 
range of levels and access points.

 9 Unrivalled opportunity for the Town’s Fund to 
support this strategic potential for UK plc

 9 Boost regional economic recovery from the 
impact of Covid-19.

 9 Restore and celebrate the county's first new 
town as a place of hope and aspiration.

 9 Deliver the Government's clean growth and 
levelling up agendas.

Local Outcomes 
 9 Diversifying the town’s retail offer

 9 Delivering new employment space

 9 Radically enhancing public realm 

 9 Building an evening economy

 9 Creating footfall and activity boosting post-
Covid recovery

 9 Unlocking infrastructure

 9 Enabling private sector investment 

 9 Establishing a gateway for international 
business and visitors 

 9 Securing new locations for high value business, 
innovation and incubation space 

 9 Creating connections between jobs, skills and 
people

 9 Delivering critical mass at a key interface point 
between Bioscience cluster and town centre

 9 Providing for skills infrastructure

 9 Transforming Stevenage’s image

 9 Levelling-up skills and employment for local 
people

 9 Improved sustainability of transport network

 9 An arts and culture offer that is accessible and 
attractive

 9 Deliver clear pathways to employment for 
young people

STEVENAGE 
A 21ST CENTURY 

NEW TOWN

Transforming our 
Town Centre as a key 
place of opportunity 
and integration for 

business, residents and 
visitors

Upskilling 
and providing 

opportunities for 
all our people 

to benefit from 
innovation & 

growth

Embracing 
Sustainable 
Travel to maximise 
the benefits of our 
strategic location and 
link our communities 
with jobs and leisure

Supercharging 
the growth of 

our National and 
International 

Business Base

Reflecting and 
Re-interpreting 
our New Town 
Heritage 
for future 
generations

The Future Vision for Stevenage What Will We Achieve? 
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Investment Theme 3:  Connectivity
3.4  Gunnels Wood Road infrastructure improvements - Part 1 (£2m) & Part 2 (£8m)

Stevenage
Marshgate CCaarrppaarrkk

Station Gateway 
Much of the Town’s original new 
town infrastructure has aged, leaving 
facilities that are no longer fit for 
purpose for the Town’s businesses 
and residents. The Gateway provides 
an opportunity to address this and 
to transform an area characterised 
by roads, surface level car parking 
and poor-quality buildings into 
a new thriving commercial and 
residential quarter for the town.

Stevenage Technology & 
Innovation Centre
New 4,000sqm State of the Art 
Innovation & Technology Centre to 
be operated by North Hertfordshire 
College in partnership with key 
businesses to provide new training 
opportunities.

National New Towns 
Heritage Centre
New Heritage Centre celebrating 
Stevenage’s contribution to the 
20th century urban planning 
movement and new models of urban 
development.

To be incorporated into the new 
Civic Hub as part of SG1

Town Enterprise Centre
New Enterprise Centre in the heart 
of the town centre with space for 
labs, workshops, co-work/hot desks 
and meeting rooms through the use 
of digital creativity and technology 
to harness the strength of the 
existing Life Science, Satellite and 
Digital sectors.

Marshgate – Biotech Office & 
Key Worker Housing
A new mixed-use development 
on a key Town Centre site that will 
directly respond to the need for 
additional space (Office/Tech Labs 
76,437 sq.ft) to meet continued 
growth of Stevenage’s specialist 
bioscience cluster, whilst at the same 
time also meeting the need for local 
key worker housing on the site (69 
units). Delivery via SBC/Reef.

Sport & Leisure Hub at Town 
Centre Gardens
A new consolidated state of the art 
Sport and Leisure Hub adjacent to 
the main town centre green space. 
New sports hall, fitness gym, 25 
metre pool, teaching pool, café, car 
park.

A new focal point for the town, 
encouraging greater levels of 
participation in sport, delivering 
improvements in health and well-
being.

Garden Square 
Commercial & Leisure
The delivery of a new Garden Square 
with cafés and bars, independent 
enterprise, co-working premises, a 
high-quality boutique hotel and a 
new night time economy, with homes 
above ground floor space overlooking 
the square. The square will support 
a wide range of year round outdoor 
events and activities. The project will 
also adapt currently vacant shopping 
units in to an open plan independent 
food court/ market.

Gunnels Wood Road 
Infrastructure improvements
HCC, SBC & Herts LEP are proposing 
investment into the existing 
transport infrastructure on Gunnels 
Wood Road employment area 
to address identified capacity 
constraints that are constraining new 
employment development.

Digital Infrastructure – 
hyperfast broadband
Feasibility study to assess what is 
needed in terms of infrastructure 
investment for the town centre and 
Gunnels Wood Road employment 
area to help accelerate new digital 
technology provision.

Cycling & Pedestrian 
Connectivity incl. Heritage 
Arts Trail
Stevenage already has very good 
cycling and pedestrian infrastructure, 
but parts have become 
fragmented and disconnected 
with redevelopment and with a 
lack of investment, parts are now 
considered unsafe.

A five-phase strategy is proposed. 
Progress is already underway 
with the first phase as part of the 
delivery of the Town Centre SG1 
redevelopment. This project aims 
to extend and build upon this 
momentum to deliver the next two 
phases, phases 2 and 3.


