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ABOUT US

Barton Willmore is the UK’s leading 
integrated planning and design consultancy. 
From our 13 offices nationwide, we combine 
national influence with local knowledge to 
offer you the very best advice.



OIL & GAS

From exploratory wellsites to production 
facilities, our specialist Infrastructure 
and Energy team can plan and deliver 
development of any size or type. 

Our team have a unique ‘big picture’ 
perspective, enabling us to provide informed, 
yet innovative advice and proposals while 
also saving you time and money.

As a national practice we use our size to 
make a difference. By adopting a robust 
yet commercial approach to legislative 
compliance, stakeholder engagement and 
sustainability, we aim to influence methods 
of practice and projects, for the good of 
the industry, local communities and the 
environment.

Our network of local offices throughout 
England, Scotland and Wales ensures 
these broad abilities are teamed with 
local ambition and a comprehensive 
understanding of what makes our local 
regions tick.
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Our Infrastructure and Energy team 
understand the challenges the sector  
faces at both a national and local level.  
As associate members of UK Onshore Oil 
and Gas (UKOOG), we are able to apply our 
skills and knowledge to help influence policy 
at all levels. With our professional and up to 
date knowledge of the industry, policy and 
regulations we can guide our clients through 
the planning process.

Our experience of facilitating early 
consultation with all stakeholders ensures 
a clearer understanding of proposals and 
improved timely delivery of facilities and 
operations.

Both conventional hydrocarbon 
developments and the proposed use of 
hydraulic fracturing or “fracking” continues 
to be high on the political and local agenda. 

We have witnessed growing opposition 
amongst some local communities and 
environmental groups to fossil fuels and the 
UK Oil and Gas sector. Concerns amongst 
small but vociferous well-organised anti-
fracking protestors has resulted in a large 
number of objections and led to the process 
of determining planning applications taking 

up to a year or more by local planning 
authorities. Councils are themselves under 
significant financial pressure with cuts in 
resources to deliver timely decisions.

Barton Willmore has developed a template 
and methodology for preparing planning 
applications for all Oil and Gas extraction 
that seeks to maximise the chances of 
securing a timely planning permission. 
Effective public engagement prior to 
submission, a clear and well-structured 
Planning Statement and a quick turnaround 
in responding effectively to objections and 
matters of clarification helps to ensure that 
planning officers have the confidence and 
technical knowledge to advise local authority 
Councillors that any public concerns are 
either unfounded or can be effectively 
mitigated.

Careful consideration of the likely issues 
affecting communities, particularly traffic, 
landscape and pollution control is therefore 
essential to increase the confidence of all 
stakeholders in the development process.

Within this publication, we have set out 
examples of our experience across the Oil  
and Gas sector.

MANAGING THE CHALLENGES FOR THE OIL & GAS INDUSTRY





Whether it is influencing planning policy, 
managing complex planning applications 
and environmental risk or influencing 
stakeholder perceptions, we can assist 
in delivering the required consents. With 
established relationships across national, 
regional and local levels, we understand the 
UK planning system, carry out research for 
central government agencies and provide 
evidence to assist Planning Authorities in 
preparing their Local Development Plans.

We regularly undertake comparative 
assessments of sites with regard to planning 
and environmental constraints, and, where 
necessary, rank sites by order of suitability 
and availability. We appear at Public Inquiries 
and at Examinations in Public, to ensure that 
our clients’ views are properly represented.

Our experience within the sector includes:

• Site appraisal

• Conventional and unconventional  
oil and gas exploration

• Production

• Local and cross-country pipelines

• Gas processing

• Electricity generation

• Gas storage
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We have an extensive understanding of 
the UK’s planning policy for Oil and Gas 
infrastructure and have established good 
working relationships with many of the key 
minerals planning authorities and other 
statutory agencies in the UK, where areas 
are licensed for oil and gas exploration  
and development.

Our services include: 

• Pre-application negotiations 

• Land ownership negotiations  
and land acquisition 

• Assembling and managing the specialist 
technical team

• Preparation of planning application 
documentation 

• Statutory consultation 

• Negotiation and discharge of planning 
conditions 

• Public Inquiries and appeals

OUR EXPERTISE: PLANNING



Wressle, North Lincolnshire

On behalf of Egdon Resources UK Limited, 
we obtained planning permission for a 
conventional exploration well at Wressle 
to the east of Scunthorpe in North 
Lincolnshire in June 2013. 

Drilling operations took place during July 
and August 2014. The planned well was 
drilled as a deviated well to a total depth of 
about 2,300 m. The gross mean prospective 
resources at Wressle, as calculated by 
Egdon, are estimated to be 2.1 million 
barrels of oil.

Following a public inquiry in 2017, we 
submitted a planning application in July 
2018 for hydrocarbon production. A decision 
is awaited.

WRESSLE, NORTH 
LINCOLNSHIRE

 



Ebberston  Moor South Wellsite - Knapton Gas Pipeline
Ebberston, North Yorkshire

August 2014

Volume 1 Environmental Statement 
Main Text and Figures

The impact that development has on the 
environment is increasingly the subject 
of scrutiny. While policy supports positive 
growth which balances environmental, 
economic, and social progress, a key risk to 
gaining consent for oil and gas development 
often relates to the robustness of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)  
and the procedures followed.

By managing risk from the outset, we 
specialise in providing environmental advice 
that is pre-emptive, commercial and robust, 
assisting our clients to achieve viable and 
deliverable development. 

We understand that it is not possible to firm 
up every technical detail and engineering 
methodology at the planning stage. We 
are skilled at building in flexibility in the 
EIA through testing parameters to allow 
specific equipment and ways of working to 
be determined at a later stage. We have a 
strong track record in gaining support for 
this approach from determining authorities 
and statutory consultees, and undertake 
robust assessments. This reduces the risk 
of having to update assessments after an 
application has been submitted and saves 
you time and money.

Our team has been awarded the Institute of 
Environmental Management & Assessment 
Quality Mark in acknowledgment of the 
quality of our EIA services.

OUR EXPERTISE: ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Our Environmental Planning services 
include:

• Pre-planning project risk assessment

• Programme development and assurance

• Specialist team assembly

• EIA Project management and 
coordination

• Stakeholder engagement

• Compliance review and audit of EIA 
documentation

• Environmental Statement and report 
production

• Negotiation of environmental planning 
conditions



On behalf of Third Energy Limited, we 
secured planning permission from the North 
York Moors National Park Authority and 
North Yorkshire County Council in 2014 for: 

1. Medium term gas production from the 
existing wellsite at Ebberston Moor and the 
piping of gas to an adjoining compound; and

2. Long term gas production from an 
existing wellsite at Ebberston Moor and the 
installation of a 15.3 km pipeline, delivering 
gas to the Knapton Generating Station.

The proposed development and operations 
fell within the definition of EIA development. 
We led the planning application process, 
stakeholder engagement programme, and 
project managed the EIA.

The EIA process comprised nine specialist 
studies to assess the likely significant effects 
of the scheme on the environment. Each 
discipline was scrutinised by the statutory 
authorities and other stakeholders. 

Our focus was to mitigate the risks 
associated with the EIA process to minimise 
the impact to programme, budget and the 
potential for Judicial Review.  

The key risks for the project included the 
potential impact on groundwater, the effects 
on heritage assets including schedule 
ancient monuments, and the presence of 
protected species. The risks were carefully 
managed through the commission of 
specialist studies and engagement with key 
stakeholders including the Environment 
Agency, English Heritage and the North York 
Moors National Park Authority. The EIA was 
an iterative process which identified the likely 
significant effects on the environment from 
which mitigation measures were developed 
to ensure the final scheme was acceptable to 
stakeholders and ultimately the determining 
authorities and planning committees.

The estimated gas from the wellsite will 
enable the Knapton Generating Station to 
produce energy for up to 40,000 homes.

EBBERSTON MOOR 
A WELLSITE AND 

KNAPTON GAS 
PIPELINE

Ebberston Moor A Wellsite and Knapton Gas Pipeline

 



With renewed strong support from the 
Government for shale gas production using 
hydraulic fracturing in the 2018 written 
ministerial statement, there has been a 
corresponding increase in concerns about 
the potential impact of the process on public 
health, drinking water and the environment.  

For all Oil and Gas projects, public 
understanding and acceptance is key.  
The aim must be to demystify the process, 
in order to demonstrate that it can proceed 
on an environmentally sound basis, within 
the framework of a robust and longstanding 
system of regulation.

Engagement programmes are delivered by 
teams from all disciplines, from community 
workshops and exhibitions to liaising with 
members and political lobbying.

Our stakeholder engagement services 
include: 

• Communications strategy development 

• Individual stakeholder and statutory 
consultee briefings 

• Community consultation 

• Public exhibitions 

• Community liaison

OUR EXPERTISE: STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT



Biscathorpe, Lincolnshire

Planning permission was granted in 2015 on 
behalf of Egdon Resources for an exploratory 
wellsite at Biscathorpe, near Louth in 
Lincolnshire. The site was particularly 
sensitive as it lies within the Lincolnshire 
Wolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

We undertook extensive public engagement 
in order to inform the local community about 
the proposal and provide an opportunity for 
those affected by the proposal to express 
their views and engage directly with 
Egdon and their consultants. By preparing 
photomontages from key viewponts, we 
were able to show at consultation and in the 
planning application, what the development 
would look like during the drilling and 
production phases. 

We successfully obtained an extension of 
the planning permission for an additional 
three years in May 2018. The site is under 
construction and drilling operations are 
expected to begin in late 2018.

BISCATHORPE, 
LINCOLNSHIRE

 



Using the latest geospatial software,  
we have developed an evaluation tool to 
sift through large areas of land to identify 
the most suitable locations for Oil and Gas 
developments by assessing a variety of 
information including:

• Statutory and non-statutory planning 
constraints and sites within close  
proximity of residential properties

• Environmental constraints including 
flood zone, source protection zones, 
topography

• Security and amenity constraints 
including proximity to residential 
properties, public footpaths and  
the highway network

• Land registry information / Local Plan 
designations

OUR EXPERTISE: SITE SELECTION

The non-constrained land is analysed based 
on a variety of criteria in order to assess the 
development potential of the sites and the 
likelihood of getting planning permission. 
This weighted approach allows us to make 
sure the sites we put forward will stand up to 
scrutiny when justifying the selection of the 
site during the planning process. 

Preferred options are then refined by 
undertaking a site visit and liaising with 
experienced consultants to ensure that 
the sites can meet other technological and 
environmental requirements including 
highways access, security and ground 
conditions. Opportunities to take advantage 
of existing landscape features i.e. woodland 
or topography, are also factored into the 
selection process.

Land ownership details for the potentially 
suitable sites can be presented to enable 
follow up negotiations.



We are also experienced in undertaking 
negotiations with prospective landowners. 
Entering into negotiations early in the 
process is essential to the delivery of a 
planning application. Our Planning team 
is responsible for arranging face to face 
meetings with the landowners and the 
respective chartered surveyor in order to 
agree the Head of Terms prior to concluding 
a landowner agreement.

OUR EXPERTISE: LAND NEGOTIATIONS

Working closely with landowners and their 
agents, we have considerable experience in 
negotiating and agreeing Head of Terms on 
behalf of operators. This can involve multiple 
discussions with a number of landowners 
where landownership is fragmented or 
access to a site requires rights of access 
agreements. The Head of Terms ensure 
that operators have confidence that the 
production lease will follow on from the 
exploration agreement should commercially 
viable reserves be discovered.



OUR EXPERTISE: PROJECT CO-ORDINATION

In order for a planning application to be 
submitted to a specified timeframe and 
include all the relevant details for a Local 
Planning Authority to make an informed 
decision, it is important that the scope of 
the work required to be undertaken is fully 
understood by the team and that they work 
together to ensure a timely submission.

As the appointed planning consultant, we 
are very experienced in the co-ordination 
and preparation of reports, and the review 
and co-ordination of specialist assessments 
to support an application. We are also 
able to advise, feed into and assist with 
environmental planning and monitoring.

We run competitive tenders on behalf of  
our clients to ensure that the most suitable 
and best value specialists are appointed  
for the project.



OUR EXPERTISE: MANAGING TECHINCAL CONSULTANTS

Coordinating a team of professionals to 
deliver the technical supporting studies 
and assessments to support a planning 
application is a key function of our Oil and 
Gas team. We have considerable experience 
of working with a range of professional and 
independent transport, flood risk, noise, 
landscape and archaeological consultants 
who are familiar with all aspects of onshore 
Oil and Gas development.



OUR EXPERTISE: SOME OF OUR RECENT PROJECTS

CLIENT LOCATION DETAIL

Egdon Resources 
UK Limited

Biscathorpe, Lincolnshire

Westerdale-2, N Yorkshire

North Kelsey, Lincolnshire

Kirkleatham, Redcar

Wressle, N Lincolnshire

Exploratory Well Site

Exploratory Well Site

Exploratory Well Site

Appraisal and Production Well Site

Production Well Site

Europa Oil & Gas Holmwood, Surrey Exploratory Well Site

Halite Preesall, Lancashire Underground Gas Storage

Third Energy Ebberston Moor EDS, North 
York Moors

Ebberston Moor A Well Site 
to  Knapton Gas Pipeline, 
North Yorkshire

Gas Production 

Gas Production and  
Underground Pipeline

Third Energy and 
Moorland Energy

Ebberston Moor South 
Well Site to Knapton Gas 
Pipeline, North Yorkshire

Gas Production and  
Underground Pipeline

UK Oil & Gas Markwells Wood, West 
Sussex

Appraisal Well Site

Horse Hill 
Developments 
Limited

Horse Hill, Surrey Appraisal Well Site



Further details of our services and experience can
be found on our website www.bartonwillmore.co.uk

PAUL FOSTER 
PLANNING DIRECTOR

paul.foster@bartonwillmore.co.uk 
T/ 01223 345 555

GARETH WILSON 
PARTNER

gareth.wilson@bartonwillmore.co.uk 
T/ 01223 345 555

CONTACTS: WHAT CAN WE DO FOR YOU?



9th Floor 
Bank House 
8 Cherry Street 
Birmingham 
B2 5AL 
+44 (0)121 711 5151

101 Victoria Street 
Bristol  
BS1 6PU 
+44 (0)117 929 9677

Greyfriars House 
Greyfriars Road 
Cardiff 
CF10 3AL 
+44 (0)292 066 0910

St Andrews House 
St Andrews Road 
Cambridge 
CB4 1WB 
+44 (0)122 334 5555

The Observatory 
Southfleet Road 
Ebbsfleet 
Dartford 
Kent 
DA10 0DF 
+44 (0)132 237 4660

68/70 George Street 
Edinburgh 
EH2 2LR 
+44 (0)131 220 7777

The Centrum Business  
Centre Limited 
38 Queen Street 
Glasgow 
G1 3DX 
+44 (0)141 548 8240

1st Floor 
14 King Street 
Leeds 
LS1 2HL 
+44 (0)113 204 4777

7 Soho Square 
London 
W1D 3QB 
+44 (0)207 446 6888

Tower 12 
18/22 Bridge Street 
Spinningfields 
Manchester 
M3 3BZ 
+44 (0)161 817 4900

The Forum 
The Pearl 
New Bridge Street West 
Newcastle 
NE1 8AQ 
+44 (0)191 605 3500

The Blade 
Abbey Square 
Reading 
RG1 3BE 
+44 (0)118 943 0000

The White Building 
5th Floor 
1-4 Cumberland Place 
Southampton 
SO15 2NP 
+44 (0)23 8038 1968

@bartonwillmore @barton_willmore
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