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The first consultation stage of the National 
Infrastructure Assessment into the priorities 
for UK infrastructure over the next 20 – 30 
years is now under-way, following the 
publication of the National Infrastructure 
Commission’s interim report last month. 
The 218-page report is arranged around 
the three ‘C’s – Congestion, Carbon 
and Capacity (digital and energy). 

Some will argue that these themes are 
nothing new and are well-known issues for 
UK businesses and residents.  I would tend 
to agree with that sentiment, however, the 
interim report takes these three issues much 
further through the work done by the group to 
date and a number of innovative suggestions 
for the future. Suggestions which show a 
level of independent, innovative, and informed 
thinking, that would never have come from 
central government in my view. As such, I 
believe this is where the real value of this 
Commission lies for England, and potentially 
Wales and Scotland too, if they can catch up!  

FOREWORD
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In this report our Infrastructure and Energy 
team provide a summary and review of the 
detailed report and its recommendations, 
to help us all understand what lurks 
beneath the surface of the C’s.

BEN LEWIS  

Infrastructure and Energy Director
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The report begins by reminding us of 
the seven types of robust and stable 
strategies the Commission would like 
to see in place in the UK, upon which 
all views and recommendations in the 
report are based:  

1. Give infrastructure the right priority 
– choosing long-term investment over 
consumption; 

2. Enable decisions to be made - in 
good time on good projects, and not 
reopened; 

3. Make full use of leading edge 
technology – smart infrastructure for 
a smart nation; 

4. Incorporate innovation in finance 
and funding – managing demand and 
driving efficiency; 

5. Focus on design from the beginning 
– good design is the starting point for 
delivering high quality infrastructure; 

6. Enhance the environment and 
protect natural capital - including 
improving air quality and driving down 
carbon emissions; 

7. Involve people and businesses up 
and down the country – a national 
framework that incorporates local 
and regional priorities. 

INTRODUCTION
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This list of seven is then followed by 
another (a lucky number for Lord 
Adonis perhaps?), outlining where the 
commission believes the UK’s current 
plans and policy frameworks are thought 
to fall well short of what is required for 
long term prosperity and quality of life:

1. Building a digital society: fast, 
reliable data services everywhere. 

2. Connected, liveable city-regions: 
linking homes and jobs. 

3. New homes and communities: 
supporting delivery of new homes. 

4. Low-cost, low-carbon: ending 
emissions from power, heat and 
waste. 

5. Revolutionising road transport: 
seizing the opportunities of electric 
and autonomous vehicles. 

6. Reducing the risks of extreme 
weather: making sure the UK can 
stand up to drought and flooding. 

7. Financing infrastructure in efficient 
ways: getting the right balance 
between public and private sectors. 

The NIC sees addressing these priorities 
as the mechanism to equip the UK 
with the infrastructure it most needs.  
Its recommendations on how this 
can be achieved will be set out in the 
Commission’s final Assessment, due in 
2018, but in the meantime this report 
focuses on three core areas and their 
role within.
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The Commission has considered four 
drivers of demand that will have a 
transformational influence on the 
UK’s infrastructure needs over the 
next 30 years: population change and 
demography; technological change; 
economic growth; and climate change.  
This data has then been supplemented 
by representative views on infrastructure 
from polling and workshops – a 
process which found that over 80% 
of respondents agreed that good 
infrastructure was essential for a good 
quality of life.

THE HIGHLIGHTS 
& OUR THOUGHTS

Over the following pages we have 
picked out some of the key areas of 
recommendation made in the report, 
which are:

 » Building a digital society;

 » Connected liveable city-regions;

 » Infrastructure to support housing;

 » Low cost, low carbon;

 » A revolution in road transport;

 » Reducing the risks of drought and 
flooding;

 » Efficient funding and financing;

 » Design;

 » Housing; 

 » Performance Measures.
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of respondents agreed that good 
infrastructure was essential for 

a good quality of life.

80% 
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The Commission wants to build a 
digital society and technology has a 
critical role to play in the delivery of 
this vision.  Digitisation is a thread that 
runs throughout the report and is seen 
as a key priority for the UK not only for 
technological growth and the knowledge 
economy but as a central element of 
development, transport, energy, funding 
and governance.  Importantly, resilience 
is also given centre stage.  

The UK has the largest proportion of 
GDP arising from digital economy of any 
GEO nation, but we risk falling behind 
our global and European competitors.

BUILDING A DIGITAL SOCIETY 

With a 1000% increase 
predicted in ‘internet of things’ 

connections over the next 7 
years, the UK needs to ensure 
its digital infrastructure is up 
to the task. Currently, the UK 

ranks at 25 out of 34 OECD 
countries for 4G availability 
which is not good enough.
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There are obvious parallels that can 
be drawn between the digitisation 
thread and the embedded ‘smart city’ 
concepts.  Current debate on smart 
cities has focussed on how the ‘smart’ 
pilot projects that have been delivered 
in cities like Nottingham, Manchester, 
Belfast, Glasgow, London, Bristol, 
Peterborough, Milton Keynes and others 
can be scaled up to on a regional and 
national level.  Among the attendees 
and speakers at the Telegraph’s recent 
Britain’s Smart Cities conference, there 
was clear agreement that there is no 
universal ‘one size fits all’ approach 
to ‘smart cities’. The UK’s cities and 
regions should be able to determine 
what initiatives produce the best 
outcomes for them, but that a national 
framework is required to enable 
implementation (if ‘smart’ development 
is to be the norm, it needs robust 
planning policy in much the way as Code 
for Sustainable Homes did when that 
was introduced).  

If you are interested in smart city 
strategy, the Belfast Agenda and the 
Smart Belfast Framework are good 
examples of the strategies that can be 
put in place at the city level.  

Moving forward, the Commission will 
continue the work it started with the 
‘Connected Futures’ report to look 
at ways world class, resilient and 
comprehensive digital connectivity can 
be delivered in the UK.  This may include 
changes to the planning consenting 
and policy regimes to (a) facilitate rapid 
approval of digital infrastructure; and (b) 
to ensure that all forms of development 
are ‘smart’.  
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 » Empowered Mayors and strong local 
leadership – the Commission cites 
the example of the GLA on many 
occasions.

The question over how all this will be 
funded remains unanswered at this 
stage, although capturing part of any 
reluctant land value uplift is suggested, 
it is acknowledged that this would only 
deliver significant benefits in places 
where land values are high.  Land 
value capture from government funded 
infrastructure is considered in my 
colleague, Iain Painting’s recent blog.

The Commission is clear, however, that 
a focus on investment in transport can 
help improve housing and economic 
performance and not just reduce 
congestion.

As Andy Street (West Midlands Metro 
Mayor) stated on Radio 4 when the 
report was launched: “Transport 
corridors are the places to build more 
houses.”  This sentiment runs though 
the Commission’s report – as you would 
expect it to, given the cross-cutting 
nature of the seven priorities.  

CONNECTED, LIVEABLE CITY-REGIONS 

The importance of cities to the prosperity 
of the UK is undisputed -

To achieve this, the Commission wants: 

 » Frequent commuter rail services with 
more seats enabling the growth of 
housing around cities;

 » A well-designed urban realm;

 » Fast and efficient road and rail 
connections between cities (for travel 
within and into cities);

 » Tax on increases in property value 
that are a direct result of new 
infrastructure; and 

54% of the UK population live in 
them, and they provide 71% of 

knowledge economy jobs and 60% 
of all jobs in the UK.  UK cities 

are predicted to grow by 6% per 
decade to 2039 (10% in London).  
They are the backbone to the UK 

economy and the Commission 
wants to see thriving, connected 

and liveable cities in every region. 

http://www.bartonwillmore.co.uk/Knowledge/Blogs/2017/Value-uplift-For-Developer,-Council-and-communiti
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The Commission wants strategic 
planning at the regional level to take up 
this mantle.  Devolved administrations 
should prepare integrated city region 
strategies that focus on the delivery 
of housing, transport, economic 
development and digitisation.  The 
delivery of strategies should be properly 
funded and infrastructure and housing 
should be planned in tandem from the 
outset.  

Transport Orientated Design (TOD) is a 
growing field worldwide, and in Paris and 
Riyadh we have seen how this approach 
ensures a spatial plan is generated 
which spans the length and breadth 
of any new piece of infrastructure.  A 
plan that maximises the regenerative 
opportunities and delivers cohesion, 
while also providing an authority 
with a great communication tool for 
engagement with the surrounding 
communities.

To achieve this, the Commission has 
identified the following requirements: 

 » Better coordination in the planning 
process;

 » Density intensification in city centre 
locations in high demand cities;

 » Enabling strategic spatial 
coordination;

 » Improving market responsiveness 
through regional and financial 
incentives.

The Infrastructure Assessment will 
provide the Commission’s ideas on how 
this can be achieved but they are open to 
suggestions now.  

INFRASTRUCTURE TO SUPPORT HOUSING 
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The third ‘C’ of the interim report relates 
to the carbon challenge – specifically the 
elimination of carbon emissions from 
waste, energy and transport. Between 1900 
and 2016 emissions from energy fell by 54% 
and emissions from waste management 
by 73%.  It could however, be argued that 
this was the easy part and reductions in 
emissions are unlikely to continue at the 
same trajectory as we move towards 2030.  
In fact, current plans are only predicted to 
deliver 50% of the required reduction by 
2030.  The Commission is in no doubt that 
low cost, low carbon is the best contribution 
that energy can make to an industrial 
strategy – particularly with businesses and 
consumers increasingly concerned about 
energy costs.  

The (relatively) easy wins will come from a 
combination of batteries and renewables 
(solar and wind – onshore and offshore), 
as the costs of both are predicted to 
fall further than they have already.  For 
renewables to make a meaningful 
contribution however, the Commission is 
clear that a robust policy and regulatory 
framework is required to provide long term 
certainty for investors – renewables will 
not make an effective contribution if they 
are continually subjected to short term 
politically-motivated policy decisions. 

This is a point that no-one who is active 
in the renewables sector will argue with.  

The more difficult questions (and ones 
which the Commission is undertaking 
further work to answer) revolve around 
the other technologies used to create 
an effective and balanced energy 
mix.  The Commission reiterates its 
recommendations from its Smart Power 
report and emphasises the critical role 
technology will play in creating the low 
carbon, low cost energy system the UK 
will need in the future - an energy system 
which could include nuclear, tidal and 
onshore wind, along with hydrogen, 
biomethane and carbon capture and 
storage. Consideration of the strategic 
cases for nuclear and CCS will be part of 
the Commission’s on-going work.

LOW-COST, LOW-CARBON 

of the required deduction by 2030.

50% 
Current plans are predicted to deliver
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leadership on energy policy at the 
national level, this has not always 
filtered down to the local level – the 
overly long determination periods 
for some energy projects in Wales is 
testament to that.  

The Commission’s vision is for the: 

The UK has 37 waste plants 
but only eight of those 
generate both heat and 

electricity – clearly we need 
to up our game here as well.  

To do this, the Commission wants to 
see further reform of the energy market 
through the introduction of technology 
neutral competition; contract lengths 
which provide certainty for investors but 
retain sufficient flexibility to respond to 
changes in technology; equality between 
small and large generators; and 
ensuring that generators face the costs 
of their impacts.  

Whatever recommendations the 
commission makes next year, it is clear 
about one thing, none of this will be 
achieved without leadership from central 
government in terms of policy and 
investment.  

UK to have abundant low cost, 
low carbon energy, far less waste 
and more efficient, sustainable 
treatment of the residual waste.

The Commission recognises that the 
UK cannot continue to use natural 
gas for heating and sees a move to 
low carbon heat as “absolutely vital” 
to achieve UK emissions targets by 
2030.  Achieving this (along with the 
increase in electric vehicles) will require 
increased electricity infrastructure 
and reinforcement of network.  I’m not 
sure that we have enough electricity 
infrastructure in the pipeline, so I hope 
that full consideration is given to other 
solutions, such as a conversion to 
hydrogen gas (something that the H21 
project in Leeds has suggested could be 
possible).  

Interestingly, the Commission points 
to the energy policy of the devolved 
administrations in Wales and Scotland 
and asks for the lessons learned from 
those nations to be factored into future 
energy strategy for the UK.  Whilst 
the Welsh Government has provided 
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The UK needs to move to an almost 
entirely electric fleet if it is to meet 
the target of reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions by at least 80% of 1990 levels 
by 2050.  Whilst this will bring massive 
decarbonisation benefits, it will also 
bring a need to change the way we travel 
and use our roads and, perhaps more 
significantly, result in vehicle tax revenue 
falling to zero by 2050.  To their credit, 
the Commission does not shy away from 
this, and identifying an alternative tax 
revenue source will be a key challenge 
going forward.  

As expected, technology plays a major 
role in the Commission’s transport 
revolution.  Without technology, a fleet 
of autonomous and connected vehicles 
which will enable the alleviation of 
congestion – through ‘platooning’ of 
vehicles, junction control, and higher 
speed limits - will not be achievable.  
Neither will other solutions such as 
dynamic lane management.  

The costs of electric vehicles are falling 
and ownership is increasing, but a 
significant increase in charging points 
will be required for this to continue.

Currently the UK has one charging point 
per 2,900 registered vehicles, compared 
to one per 350 in Norway.

The Automated and Electric Vehicles 
Bill has been tabled by Government, 
and we will have to monitor how this is 
progressed.  Manufacturers also have a 
role, as consumers will want to see the 
distances that can be travelled on single 
charge increased.  Electric vehicles 
could deliver benefits to the electricity 
grid as well, through a balancing 
role, but this is dependent on the 
deployment of integrated smart charging 
infrastructure, which meets the needs 
of vehicle owners and the electricity 
network.     

The impact of congestion on the UK 
economy is up there among the worst in 
Europe, so action is undoubtedly needed.  
The Commission is clear that pricing is 
seen as the most effective way to combat 
this.   

A REVOLUTION IN ROAD TRANSPORT  
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Going forward, the Commission will be 
looking at:

 » How the uptake of smart vehicles can 
be supported and encouraged, and 
how to ensure that new housing and 
commercial development have sufficient 
charging infrastructure installed upfront 
so that the higher costs of retro-fitting 
can be avoided;

 » How a new road pricing system can be 
introduced to provide the funds required 
to maintain the road network whilst 
reducing congestion (and its associated 
impact on the economy) and how metro 
mayors could take the lead in this; 

 » How to maximise the benefits 
(particularly to the UK’s Industrial 
Strategy) from autonomous and electric 
vehicles.

The Commission is sure on one thing; if the 
UK is to:

have a low carbon vehicle fleet 
using a smart, flexible and dynamic 
road system subject to fair road 
pricing, then robust action and a 
clear policy direction and leadership 
from Government is required.

registered vehicles.

2,900 

Currently the UK has one 
charging point per:

registered vehicles.

350 

Compared to Norway, where 
there is one charging point per:
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Climate change, population growth 
and environmental factors are going to 
exacerbate flood risk and water supply 
issues in the future and work to date 
supports this understanding.  Social 
research carried out on behalf of the 
Commission has identified that only 
49% of people have confidence that the 
UK can meet its needs of protection 
from flooding over the next 30 years.  
Analysis by the Commission of published 
standards of resilience has suggested 
that more households in the UK are at 
risk of an emergency drought order than 
are at risk of being flooded.  Some of the 
statistics identified include: 

 » £1.3bn – insurance payouts for 
flooding in Cumbria and the north of 
England alone;

 » 5.2 million UK properties are at risk 
of flooding;

 » If no action is taken flood risk will 
increase by at least 50% by the 2080s 
(and these figures do not account for 
population growth);

 » There is a 1 in 10 chance of a drought 
in the UK over the next 25 years;

 » The south-east of England faces a 
significant water supply deficit by 
2050;

 » 20% of water in the public supply is 
wasted due to leaks;

 » No new water supply reservoirs have 
been built since the 1990s despite the 
need.  

The combined pressures of climate 
change and population growth also 
mean that there is likely to be significant 
risk of water shortages in the next 30 
years, particularly in the south-east.  
With more run-off from development, 
increases in rainfall due to climate 
change and greater volumes of sewage 
from population growth, the UK’s waste 
water infrastructure is under pressure.  

The Commission believes the UK needs 
to act now to manage future risks, but 
due to a lack of long-term planning it 
has been difficult to maintain, replace 
or build new infrastructure.  Currently, 
water supply, waste water, and flood 
risk are generally managed separately 
in the UK (even if that’s within the 
same organisation) and each has their 
own planning timescales, budgets and 
procedures.  

REDUCING THE RISKS OF DROUGHTS 
& FLOODING 
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Whilst some coordination does occur 
(e.g. Water Resources South-East and 
Water Resources East), more needs to 
be done.

Green infrastructure can play an 
important role in flood risk management 
and also help recharge groundwater 
and improve water quality.  The 
commission want to see a more open 
and strategic approach taken that 
ensures the full range of options are 
considered at project development stage 
rather than just setting aside funds for 
environmental natural projects.

The Commission acknowledges that 
technology is widely used within water 
and flood management however, 
it believes there are considerable 
opportunities for more innovation to 
deliver further improvements, including 
smart meters and real-time data to 
inform preventative maintenance and 
increased efficiency.  

The Commission’s vision wants to see: 

 » More long-term joined-up planning, 
both within and across flood water 
management systems and waste 
water;

 » More use of technology to achieve 
much lower levels of leakage and 
waste, maintain and optimise 
networks, and encourage customers 
to reduce demand;

 » More use being made of water and 
flood management infrastructure to 
reduce risks and contribute to the 
environment.  

This need for long-term strategic 
planning on a coordinated scale 
together with more extensive use of 
technology for predictive maintenance 
and resilience is a common theme in the 
report.
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The Commission is all too aware 
of the financial implications of its 
recommendations - particularly as 
infrastructure typically requires large 
upfront investment, followed by a 
long period of low maintenance and 
operational costs.  It is encouraging 
that the UK has an established track 
record of making the most of private 
finance, (through mechanisms such as 
public private partnerships) and that the 
Commission believes that infrastructure 
projects can generally be privately 
financed provided an adequate funding 
stream is available.  

The Competition and Markets 
Authority has estimated that the use of 
competitive auctions in the energy sector 
has reduced the need for public support 
by 25% and believes that competition 
and innovation, achieved through the 
involvement of the private sector, 
will ultimately drive down the cost of 
infrastructure to the public purse.

Any recommendations made by the 
Commission have to be demonstrably 
achievable within the fiscal remit 
set by Government – consistent with 
gross public investment in economic 
infrastructure of between 1% and 1.2% 
of GDP each year between 2020 and 
2050.  In addition, the Commission must 
provide a transparent assessment of 
the cost to businesses, consumers, 
government, public bodies and other 
end users of the implementation of its 
recommendations.  In this context, the 
Commission is expected to prioritise its 
recommendations to ensure the most 
critical are highlighted.

In July 2017, the Office for National 
Statistics published estimates of 
infrastructure expenditure - Government 
investment in infrastructure in 2015 was 
£16.2 billion (0.9% of GDP).  However, 
the basis for this estimate does not 
match the definition of the Commission’s 
fiscal remit as it includes spending by 
the devolved administrations (excluded 
from the fiscal remit), and excludes 
spending by public corporations 
(included in the fiscal remit).  

EFFICIENT FUNDING & FINANCING 
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The Commission has therefore 
undertaken its own assessment of 
spending between 2012/13 and 2016/17.  
This has shown that in 2012/13, 0.73% 
of GDP was spent on infrastructure, 
rising to 0.95% in 2016/17. There is room 
for growth to 1.2% of GDP, but is this 
enough? 

The Commission identifies several 
mechanisms for a degree of government 
support to private infrastructure finance 
when necessary to either ensure they 
secure funding stream or provide a 
balanced distribution of risk.  As an 
example, the Commission refers to the 
Mersey Gateway – a project which would 
not have proceeded without up-front 
capital grants and a guarantee under 
the UK guarantee scheme.  Importantly, 
the Commission recognises that when 
the Government has “skin in the game“, 
it will be more costly to reverse long-
term strategic investment policies and 
decisions.  Government involvement is 
seen as a way to deliver better decision-
making and greater consistency.  

of the GDP was spent 
on infrastructure.

0.73% 

In 2012/13:

of the GDP was spent 
on infrastructure.

0.95% 

Compared to 2016/17 where:
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But it is unknown whether this level of 
investment can continue following our 
exit from the EU.  The privatisation of 
the GIB may mean that in the future, it 
will gravitate towards more established 
sectors with a track record of stronger 
returns, therefore reducing the catalytic 
role it has played in new technologies 
and sectors in the past.  Filling the 
gap created could be achieved through 
institutional solutions which: 

 » Enhance the credit worthiness of 
project developers;

 » Play a catalytic role in developing 
a pool of suitable investors for a 
market;

 » Act as a co-investor ‘of last resort’ by 
providing investment where a project 
is too large for private investors 
or during periods of turbulence in 
financial markets;

 » Address barriers to project financing 
that may emerge over time - for 
example, in response to market 
trends and reform of regulations;

 » Ensure that a skill base similar to 
that within the EIB would remain 
available to the UK (for example, 
centralised expertise is used 
effectively in markets such as Canada 
and Australia).

The London School of Economics Growth 
Commission has, for example, proposed 
a UK infrastructure bank should be 
created in part to fill this gap.  

The uncertain futures of the 
European Investment Bank 

(EIB) and the Green Investment 
Bank (GIB) are identified as 

significant risks given the level 
of investment from both in UK 

infrastructure. The EIB invested 
£35bn in UK infrastructure 

between 2011 and 2015.
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The vision that the Commission has for 
the UK will provide:

in the U.K infrastructure 
between 2011 and 2015.

£35BN 

The EIB invested

Access to the benefits of 
private sector investment and 
expertise in infrastructure, 
throughout the project life-cycle 
from construction to long-
term maintenance provision;

Efficient private finance for 
projects owned and funded in the 
private sector, with Government 
maintaining and building upon 
its range of mechanisms to 
support markets, both through 
the current period of uncertainty 
and in the long term;

Public and private sectors 
working in partnership for 
projects owned and funded in 
the public sector, to identify 
where private sector finance 
and expertise can complement 
public funding to meet the 
U.K.’s infrastructure needs 
with the best value for money.
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Design is a central facet of the 
Commission’s future strategy and 
it proposes the establishment of a 
‘National Design Panel’ to drive high 
quality design in all infrastructure 
sectors.  Whilst this is welcomed, I 
believe that the Commission should 
give careful thought to the formation, 
role and governance of any panel to 
ensure it is effective and adds value 
to the sector rather than simply 
introducing further consultation and 
complexity into the infrastructure 
consenting regime.  

DESIGN 

The Commission also proposes 
to develop new measures of 
infrastructure performance around 
the four ‘dimensions’ of infrastructure 
- service quality, cost, resilience, and 
environmental sustainability.  This move 
away from a focus on financial measures 
of performance is welcome, particularly 
the recognition that transport 
investment decisions should be informed 
by the assessment of new housing and 
commercial developments that are 
enabled by those transport projects.

PERFORMANCE 
MEASURES 
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Housing is identified in the report as 
“the greatest infrastructure capacity 
challenge of all” – a surprising, but 
very welcome statement from a body 
that doesn’t have housing as one of 
its core sectors.  The Commission has 
always maintained that it will consider 
the potential interactions between 
infrastructure need and housing supply, 
but with housing being a key element 
of 3  of the 7 priorities, clearly housing 
is seen as integral to infrastructure 
planning and the future growth and 
prosperity of the UK: 

HOUSING 

Good design is about ‘problem 
solving’ as much as ‘beautiful 
aesthetics’. It needs to play a 
central part in planning new 
settlements, large and small. 
Hence the Commission’s 
proposal for a national design 
panel for infrastructure. 

The UK’s housing challenges 
need speedy resolution, and 
this will be a key issue for the 
Commission in the 2018 National 
Infrastructure Assessment.

The overarching vision is clear. 
The UK needs infrastructure 
that helps create desirable, 
thriving communities rather than 
a series of loosely-connected 
developments. New settlements, 
large urban extensions or 
opportunity areas within existing 
cities provide huge potential 
for creating state-of-the-art 
housing facilitated and reinforced 
by state-of-the-art social and 
economic infrastructure. Good 
design is crucial to this. 

Housing development occupies 
a prominent place within the 
Commission’s priorities for liveable city 
regions and new communities. 
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So, what does lie beneath the three C’s? 

CONGESTION
We need to make more efficient use of existing infrastructure 
through investment and technology.

CAPACITY
We need to increase transport infrastructure capacity through 
efficiency along with investment in new provision, we need to 
generate more energy from clean sources, increase storage 
capacity to allow renewable energy sources to be fully utilised; 
increase the use of demand management technologies 
(dependent on the consumer capacity for change); increase 
digital capacity through improved connectivity and investment 
in fibre. 

CARBON
We need to remove our reliance on fossil fuels for heating and 
transport.

IN CONCLUSION
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Let’s get one thing clear – this is the 
first step in the process that will lead to 
the publication of the UK’s first National 
Infrastructure Assessment in 2018 and 
it’s a hugely positive one.  You only have 
to take a cursory view at social media 
and there is clear support from our 
regions and the business community for 
the NIC’s vision.  

The Commission’s priorities 
are to be applauded.  They 

have identified a wide range 
of genuine cross-cutting 
concerns which require a 
collaborative, coordinated 

and committed response to 
prepare and implement an 

integrated strategy, involving 
public, private and community 
sectors, with national, regional 

and local leadership and 
investment, to deliver growth 
and prosperity in a Smart UK.  

The report will definitely fuel debate on 
the future of the UK and there is a lot to 
be discussed.  

The NIC aims to be the UK’s most 
credible, forward-thinking and influential 
voice on infrastructure policy and 
strategy.  With its latest publication, it 
has delivered on the first two and we will 
have to wait and see how influential it 
can be.  

The Commission has laid down a 
challenge and it is up to businesses and 
communities to respond and provide the 
evidence required to support the first 
NIA.  

For starters, are they right to 
suggest that rail freight should 
be moved onto our roads? Or 

on whether land value capture 
is an effective mechanism? 

Should hydrogen be viewed as 
having a major role to play in 
the decarbonisation of heat?
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WE HAVE TO GET THIS RIGHT.

As the Commission states, 

Getting this right will give the 
UK a stronger economy, with 
digital technology supporting 

the UK’s high tech sectors and 
thriving cities in every region 
providing jobs and housing 

growth. The UK will be more 
internationally competitive, 

with swift connections to the 
world and low cost, low carbon 

energy. It will offer a better 
quality of life, including clean 
air, digital access everywhere, 

easy travel and security 
from drought and floods. 

Consultation on the report runs until 
12 January 2018, and the NIC has 
requested responses from all sectors to 
28 questions.  The priorities identified 
by NIC are at the core of the work that 
Barton Willmore does as an integrated 
planning and design practice and we will 
be preparing a response.  Please get in 
touch if you want us to assist you with 
your response.  
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