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All Universities

Top Ten Universities**

ESTATE SIZE 16/17*
186ha

INCOME
OVER 3 YEARS

+7%

INCOME
OVER 3 YEARS

+8%

STUDENTS

+6%
OVER 3 YEARS

STUDENTS

+4%
OVER 3 YEARS

5 YEAR CAPITAL 
EXPENDITURE 

BUILDINGS*

£114,272

5 YEAR CAPITAL 
EXPENDITURE 

BUILDINGS*

£369,683

80ha
ESTATE SIZE 16/17*

* University average 
** TheCompleteUniversityGuide.co.uk 2019 
All figures within this document have been sourced from the Higher Education Statistics Agency and the Office for National Statistics
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Foreword
Universities matter. Their contribution 
to education is well understood and the 
importance of their role in educating students, 
both domestic and international is increasing.

Universities are so 
much more to the 
prosperity of local 
communities and 
city regions.

Due to the increased number 
of universities, growth in 
participation in tertiary 
education and the expected rise 
in the number of students by 
2030, their role in sustaining 
higher education is more critical 
than ever. 

Universities are so much 
more to the prosperity of 
local communities and city 
regions in terms of their role 
as major employers, attracters 
of investment in research and 
development, providers of 
links to industry and spin off 
applications of research to the 
wider economy. They are true 
catalysts for growth and can act 
as town and city regenerators. 

In an uncertain global 
economy they provide a 
solid foundation for growth, 
embedded in their locality. 

There is increasing recognition 
that universities can take an 
ever-increasing role in place 
formation, investing in their 
assets to the benefit of the 
institution as well as the  
wider economy. 

Many universities are situated 
within urban locations, 
with enormous potential to 
generate inward investment, 
support the development of 
new homes (for those who 
work as well as those who 
study) and to encourage 
growth in the knowledge 
economy of the 21st century.
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Upon exploring the current 
(HESA1) data, we can see that 
all universities are growing. 
Over the last three years 
student numbers have risen, 
and indeed correlated with the 
ONS population statistics of 
18-year olds, whilst income has 
also increased. 

But strong competition remains 
to continue to attract students 
(who are now consumers) and 
for this to extend beyond  
the UK. 

As we see students (and indeed 
staff) now looking beyond 
reputation, investment in 
campuses, accommodation and 
buildings, it is clear that place 
has never been more important. 

Over the past three years, all 
universities have continued to 
increase their capital expenditure, 
whilst we can see that the 
increased expenditure from the 
Top Ten universities perhaps 
highlights a trend that such 
expenditure is having a positive 
impact on income and student 
numbers (See page five and six). 

Source: ONS and HESA

1. Higher Education Statistics Agency
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Imperial College of 
Science, Technology and 

Medicine

17,111 

The University of 
Oxford

25,170

London School of Economics 
and Political Science

10,751

University of Durham

17,931

The University of 
Lancaster

13,231

The University of 
Cambridge

19,711

University College London

36,885

The University of 
Warwick

24,465

Loughborough University

16,556

The University of St 
Andrews

10,576

£573,579£2,938,143 £57,235

Average Income 
Per Student

Total Capital  
Expenditure  
Buildings

Total Income

£662,852£5,307,679 £89,755

£286,073£4,151,563 £54,980

£399,677£3,895,941 £35,208

£77,345£993,279 £30,795

£200,312£1,677,274 £22,853

£64,313£1,021,138 £18,982

£70,959£863,270 £17,380

£78,419£765,293 £19,279

£65,781£663,783 £20,920

A look at the Top Ten* Universities (2014/15 - 2016/17)

Average annual number of students 2014/15 - 2016/17 * TheCompleteUniversityGuide.co.uk 2019 
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From place-making to estate 
rationalisation, universities 
need to employ a holistic and 
strategic approach to succeed, 
become more appealing and 
efficient and gain better value 
from their assets, providing 
world-class places to study, 
work and live.   

We have worked closely with 
a range of universities across 
the country to help them do 
just this - maximise and realise 
their assets. This is not just a 
financial imperative, but with 
increasing marketisation of 

Key

The education sector has the ability 
to increase the skill set of the local 
population, drive collaboration and provide 
opportunities to connect more successfully 
with knowledge based industry.

higher education, universities 
are competing for researchers, 
graduates and undergraduates, 
placing ever increasing 
demands on the needs of 
those who live and work at 
universities. 

Universities can use their 
campuses and other land 
holdings to support the dynamic 
growth of their institution, be 
that academic or research 
and enterprise space, student 
accommodation or sports and 
leisure facilities. Land assets 
can be used to realise value 
and invest in the growth and 
prosperity of the local and 
regional economy of the area.

Over the following pages we 
share our thoughts on growth 
strategies, complimented with 
our knowledge and experience 
in the sector.

Nick Paterson-Neild, 
Planning Director
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Realising and 
enhancing 
your assets

PLAN | DESIGN | DELIVER
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Through our experience, 
we believe universities 
have the opportunity to 
maximise the potential of 
their estates. Whether it’s 
through complete estate 
transformation or good 
place-making; what’s vital 
for success is a holistic 
and strategic approach.

Kim Cohen, Partner

Through looking beyond the singular approach 
of selling buildings or land, and rather investing, 
releasing, upgrading and improving existing 
assets, a university can realise huge return on 
investment. This approach can lead to tangible 
benefi ts to both students and employees and 
more widely the local community and 
regional economy.
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PLAN | DESIGN | DELIVER

Imperial College London
By taking an advisory role on behalf of Imperial 
College London, we were able to uncover money 
that can be reinvested. By advising on their 
planning strategy, we identified and secured the 
best value for surplus assets in their endowment 
fund.

Through assessing their sites across London, we 
created a strategy for their vacant and outdated 
buildings, under-used facilities and building 
extensions. In addition, we advised on where to 
apply for change of use, not only securing value 
for the University, but also providing competitive 
facilities and residences.
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UK RANKING  4
ESTATE SIZE 

152ha

CAPITAL 
EXPENDITURE

5 YEAR CAPITAL 
EXPENDITURE BUILDINGS£868,282

INCOME
£991,084

STUDENTS

17,690

£190,867

2016 Figures
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University of Reading
Over the past 12 years we have provided the 
University of Reading with our full mix of 
services on a range of projects (as demonstrated 
throughout the document). From the provision of 
town planning advice in respect of the university 
campuses, to the preparation of proposals for 

residential developments and a world-class 
science park.

The combined disposal of land for residential 
development has seen the University secure in 
excess of £100m of income. 

TO LONDON

READING WEST

EARLEY

WINNERSH TRIANGLE

READING

M4

A4

A4

A4

LONDON ROAD 
CAMPUS

WHITEKNIGHTS 
CAMPUS

M4TO BRISTOL

TO BATH

THAMES 
VALLEY SCIENCE 

PARK

CAMPUS 
STRATEGY:
THE QUAD

SHINFIELD 
ESTATE

BRITISH 
MUSEUM

PLAN | DESIGN | DELIVER
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WINNERSH

WOKINGHAM

M4

TO 

LONDON

29

ESTATE SIZE 
131ha

CAPITAL 
EXPENDITURE

5 YEAR CAPITAL 
EXPENDITURE BUILDINGS£176,372

INCOME
£288,894

STUDENTS

15,840

£68,707

2016 Figures

UK RANKING 
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Creating a 
strong sense 
of place

PLAN | DESIGN | DELIVER
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Alex Comrie, Landscape Director

The importance of place 
is paramount in creating a 
desirable university.  Providing 
attractive spaces and campuses 
is vital in attracting and 
retaining new students and 
employees.

Access to quality green space 
improves the physical and mental health of both 
staff and students. That in turn can have a positive 
impact on students’ ability to learn and develop as 
well as having a positive impact on staff and the 
wider community. 
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The QUAD
Our public realm design team have redesigned 
the heart of the University of Reading’s 
Whiteknight’s campus. Implemented as a 
phased programme of works, the new landscape 
will ensure that the University of Reading’s 
academic excellence is matched by an external 
environment of the highest quality. The new 
design will create a civic heart for the campus, 
creating a new square where the university 
community can come together to celebrate and 
exhibit their achievements. This new square 
is complemented by a verdant parkland quad 
designed to encourage quiet study in a lush green 
environment.

The design for the two new spaces has been 
supported by a campus wide ‘routes strategy’, 
which is designed to encourage walking and 
cycling to the university and across campus, 
reducing the dominance of the car on the campus 
environment.

PLAN | DESIGN | DELIVER

“External environments 
can improve mental 
health, productivity and 
increase happiness.

View The QUAD here!
www.bit.ly/2G7guSe 
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Kingston Hill
By updating and creating a vibrant external 
environment, our design team created a vision 
for Kingston Hill which will not only enhance the 
student experience, but also create a new social 
heart to the campus, supporting the function of 
the Student Union and bar. 

PLAN | DESIGN | DELIVER

New surfacing, lighting and furniture will lift the 
quality of the external environment, reducing the 
dominance of the car and unifying the external 
spaces. Existing trees will be retained and the 
existing hard landscaping will be removed to 
improve the trees ability to grow.

Seething Wells (below)
Set amongst beautiful listed buildings, our design 
team have created a vision that provides a vibrant 
public realm, enhancing the student experience 
and maximising the potential for learning, social 
interaction and inclusiveness. 

Surrounded by ecologically sensitive boundaries 
and protected trees, this vision creates a safe and 
nurturing environment that supports the day to 
day activities of the students and creates a series 
of safe, legible and well-connected spaces that 
can be adapted and changed over time if required.

Paragon Studios
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104

ESTATE SIZE 
51ha

CAPITAL 
EXPENDITURE

5 YEAR CAPITAL 
EXPENDITURE BUILDINGS£45,693

INCOME
£201,302

STUDENTS

19,470

£19,494

2016 Figures

UK RANKING  
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The importance 
of community

PLAN | DESIGN | DELIVER
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Building a sense of 
community and belonging 
within a university is 
paramount, in not only 
attracting and retaining 
staff and students, but also 
positively impacting on the 
local community, creating 
jobs, supporting local 
enterprises and services. 

Nick Paterson-Neild, Planning Director

“

This ultimately assists in catalysing regeneration 
and attracting inward investment, which in turn 
assists universities to become more successful in 
securing funding.
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PLAN | DESIGN | DELIVER

The British Museum  
Combining research, business and community, 
the British Museum, in partnership with the 
University of Reading, has developed the British 
Museum Archaeological Research Collection 
(BM_ARC), a new storage and global research 
facility with study facilities as well as a loans 
logistics centre. 

This mutually-benefi cial partnership will 
benefi t from the research and interpretation 
of the collection and the University’s excellent 

international reputation for research in 
archaeology.

The building will house a number of unique 
objects including ancient sculptures, mosaics, 
archaeological assemblages and historic cast 
collections, allowing access to not only university 
students and academics, but also schools, 
museums, heritage organisations and the general 
public by appointment.

John McAslan & Partners
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Shinfi eld Estate
In order to build a successful community, the 
necessary infrastructure and amenities need to 
be in place. Working with and on behalf of the 
University of Reading, we have created a new 
community in Shinfi eld to provide 1,500 homes 
and associated amenities such as a primary 
school, community centre, strategic and open and 
recreation space on the outskirts of Reading. 

As part of the development, a new relief road has 
been built, providing access to Thames Valley 

Science Park, ensuring housing and jobs for this 
new community.

The new £25m relief road was funded by Homes 
England, who saw the value and correlation 
between building a community by providing new 
employment and housing and delivering them in 
partnership. 
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PLAN | DESIGN | DELIVER

Universities are 
a catalyst for 
economic gain.
“

Thames Valley Science Park 
Working alongside the University of Reading, we 
have secured and developed the new 800,000 
sqft Thames Valley Science Park – a phenomenal 
addition to the Thames Valley. The Science Park 
provides world-class facilities that encourages 
the growth of innovative technology-based 
companies, specialising in R&D and product 
development. 

The 70,000 sqft contemporary and fl exible 
‘Gateway’ building provides a multi-tenanted 
fl exible space with specialist laboratory facilities 
and offi ces and already consists of leading 
technology fi rms Bio, Clasado, Fairsail and Proton 
Partners International.

The provision of specialist space, access to 
grant funding support and wider business 
support at the Science Park, meets a critical gap 
in the Thames Valley, providing collaboration 
opportunities with the University.

View Thames Valley 
Science Park here!
www.bit.ly/2VxDeRB
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Universities acting 
as catalysts for city 
regeneration

PLAN | DESIGN | DELIVER
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Greg Dickson, Planning Director

“UK universities are 
world-renowned and 
competitive hotbeds of 
innovation and 
entrepreneurship and act 
as a major economic asset. 
They support jobs, exports 
and contribute to society 
and their communities 
through research, teaching
and other activities and in partnership with 
government and business, academic research and 
technologies help drive an array of vital industries.

As major landowners, universities are signifi cant 
investors in the built environment and act as 
economic engines. Their campus developments 
can reshape the skyline while providing new civic 
identities and can change the face and identity of 
a city or area. There is a need to stimulate new 
models of urban regeneration if UK cities are to 
be competitive and I believe the university sector 
remains key to advancing this.
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Student Life Centre and Sports 
Building
A key landmark in the heart of the city, Liverpool 
John Moores University has grown to become one 
of the UK’s largest, dynamic and forward-thinking 
universities in the UK. 

By securing planning on behalf of LJMU for a £64m 
project to transform the former Royal Mail Building 
on Copperas Hill, north of Liverpool Lime Street 
Station, we have helped the university breathe new 
life into this strategically important and prominent 
area of the city.

The redevelopment provides Liverpool the chance 
to not only deliver landmark buildings at the 
Gateway to the Knowledge Quarter, but also a 
new green and accessible knowledge pathway 
between the city centre and University campus. 

The new development not only provides a 
fantastic new hub for the students to enjoy, but 
also benefits the city, creating demand for a range 
of services and activities, boosting trade and 
creating economic benefits.

PLAN | DESIGN | DELIVER

Sheppard Robson & Planit-IE
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39

ESTATE SIZE 
24ha

CAPITAL 
EXPENDITURE

5 YEAR CAPITAL 
EXPENDITURE BUILDINGS£46,171

INCOME
£208,610

STUDENTS

22,445

£2,620

2016 Figures

UK RANKING  
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School of Digital Arts (SODA) 
Working collaboratively and engaging with 
residents and stakeholders, we gained permission 
on behalf of Manchester Metropolitan University 
for an exciting £35m School of Digital Arts 
(SODA) on Higher Chatham Street in the heart of 
Manchester.

Focusing on a bold, brave and distinctive design, 
the building blends with the city’s own aspirations 
with the new high-quality public realm comprising 

of a pedestrianised street between the Benzie 
Building. The new SODA facility will create a 
new attractive outdoor environment close to the 
Students’ Union for students and staff to enjoy.

By integrating the development with Manchester 
Metropolitan University’s wider campus public 
realm masterplan, the pedestrianisation of Higher 
Chatham Street will improve pedestrian and cycle 
connectivity across the All Saints Campus.

Fielden Clegg Bradley
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73

ESTATE SIZE 
40ha

CAPITAL 
EXPENDITURE

5 YEAR CAPITAL 
EXPENDITURE BUILDINGS£180,040

INCOME
£312,651

STUDENTS

33,010

£26,028

2016 Figures

UK RANKING  
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9th Floor 
Bank House 
8 Cherry Street 
Birmingham 
B2 5AL 
+44 (0)121 711 5151

101 Victoria Street 
Bristol  
BS1 6PU 
+44 (0)117 929 9677

Greyfriars House 
Greyfriars Road 
Cardiff 
CF10 3AL 
+44 (0)292 066 0910

St Andrews House 
St Andrews Road 
Cambridge 
CB4 1WB 
+44 (0)122 334 5555

The Observatory  
Castle Hill Drive  
Castle Hill  
Ebbsfleet Valley  
Kent  
DA10 1EE 
+44 (0)132 237 4660

68/70 George Street 
Edinburgh 
EH2 2LR 
+44 (0)131 220 7777

The Centrum Business  
Centre Limited 
38 Queen Street 
Glasgow 
G1 3DX 
+44 (0)141 548 8240

1st Floor 
14 King Street 
Leeds 
LS1 2HL 
+44 (0)113 204 4777

7 Soho Square 
London 
W1D 3QB 
+44 (0)207 446 6888

Tower 12 
18/22 Bridge Street 
Spinningfields 
Manchester 
M3 3BZ 
+44 (0)161 817 4900

The Forum 
The Pearl 
New Bridge Street West 
Newcastle 
NE1 8AQ 
+44 (0)191 605 3500

The Blade 
Abbey Square 
Reading 
RG1 3BE 
+44 (0)118 943 0000

The White Building 
5th Floor 
1-4 Cumberland Place 
Southampton 
SO15 2NP 
+44 (0)23 8038 1968
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